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MAY 19, 19499

Mr. Bruce C. Wirth, P.E.

Director, Resource Management Department
Southwest Florida Water Management District
2378 Broad Street

Brooksville, FI. 34609-6899

Dear Bruce:

First let me thank you and your people for the high level of interest and
professionalism demonstrated by your concern for the LAKE OKAHUMPKA
probléms. :

| believe the meeting here at Continental on the morning of May 18th was most
valuable and will lead to the best possible solutions in the management of all
aspects relative to LAKE OKAHUMPKA.. .

So that we may foliow up with a meeting in early fall of 1999, the following are the
w/ subjects we would like to have you investigate and perhaps recommend action
thereto:

1. Accurate flow maps of all drainages into and out of LAKE OKAHUMPKA.

2. An analysis of the hydrology of the HOG EYE SINK as It is related to subject
lake. \ S e

- 3. An analysis of the effect of the CHITTY CHATTY CREEK canal plug, as well
. as the anticipated effect of removal of the plug.

4. An examipation of the Florida Power berm with recommendation as to action
that might be taken to replace or repair.

5. Reexaminatiqn of the following statement made by Mr. Wirth during the May
18ti: :neetmg. “We have not found anything recent to alter the system”
(sic®)” Refer to comments by Mr. Hank Crull about Flat Woods Road

earth berm as well as changes in farm practices and irrigati
Ti
DEATON AND LAKE HARRIS areas. P gationn the LAKE

6. Investigate possibility that water is beijn

o L diverted in i
visited during investigations to date. g areas on private land not

7. Update USGS-SFWMD hydrolo
gy chart of LAK
OKAHUMPKA, File 80-733 by by Simonds

E DEATON ang LAKE
and German, 1980
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Enclosed for your Information is a copy of coverage by the DAILY
COMMERCIAL, a local newspaper, and meeting attendance sheet.

Sincerely,

e

W. L. "Bill* Mitchell

Temporary Chairman

“SAVE OKAHUMPKA” Committee
54 Seminole Path

Wildwood, Fl 34k785
352-330-2084
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;No injuries in
Tampa tornado
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| 3% dodged 2 bullet. Definitely”
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| Twmpa firefighters stationed

[ bty waiched the tornado toss
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Bebmis into the air

<=} we see something like that
“guling by we know it's time to go to
ywork.” saxd Capt. Fred Green, of
Pumpe Fire Rescve.

‘Oriental fruit flies
found in Tampa

TANPA — Agricaltural workers
fanned oot across Tampa's inter-
by peninsuls setting and check-
ing fly traps Toesday after two
Qnental froit fhies were discov-
ered.
wolhe fly is “one of the most
potentially destroctive fruit fly
gests In the world, second only to
the Mediterranesn fruit fly.” Flon-
oz Asnicolture Commissioner Bob
Crewiord ssad Tuesdzy.

The two male flies were found

‘ Mondsy in & single trap near

MkacDill Air Force Base, he said.
Crawiord said the Oriental fruit
y damspe or destroy more

0 kinds of fruits and veg-
malong it imperative-to

sialIriental fruit flies
en 10 and 100
5 a host fruit
#evae hatch and

p, rotting it, in
Fachion as the

7 counties to get
‘new area codes

¢ TAL1AHASSEE — Seven Flori-
&= counties will be split off from
ks 941 ares code in southwest
Fiorida beginning next fall, the
FPoblic Service Commission decid-
ed Toesday.

Paolk, Okeechobee, Hardee,
Highlands, DeSota, Glades and
$=ndry counties will get a new
@pez code, which hasn't been cho-

gen wet, under the plan approved
by 2 3-member panel of the PSC.
in those counties can
¢ the new area code

ties that will remain in
a code are: Manatee,

Manroe County. The Florida
e ill remain in the 305 area

new code will be the 13th

guing into effect next fall
~wil) e area code 321 in parts of

woirz] Florida
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Time-Warner airs local television show

‘News Makers’ reaches
Sumter County viewers

By DIANNE COPELON

S1an Wiiter
LEESBURG

Television viewers in Sumter and

Diadty Commeania

\"llu N ocounties ¢can now tune n o
The Daily Commercial's News Mak
each day through an
e with Time-Warn
this week

County, the

rogram
ement m

program

“Were the trst  bine-Warie

client to |||u\‘|||< loenl television

shows in Sumter,” anid  Daily Coms
moreinl Publisher Jim Perry, who
produces News Mukers, n magozines
stvle half-hour TV show aired seven
“We were also the first

days n week U
February 1997 with a

on Comeast 1n
local show for area viewers,

Ron Brumm, Time-Warner's tech-
nicnl operations manager for the
Marion, Sumter and Lake area, con-
Gpmed that the News Makers' broad-

cnst HII‘Hlllllll'F in the first local pro-
gram Time-Warnor has ajred in an
of the three counties ,‘/
lime-Warner in providing leased
accens 1o Channel 19, Brumm said,

“It took the purchase and
rearrangement of some equipment to
make It work,” Brumm said, The plan
will also allow Time-Warner to pro-
vide local programming to residents
in Clermont, Groveland and Mas-
cotte late in July,

Perry 8nid advertisements promot-
ing “News Makers” in The Daily
(‘ommercial were noticed by Sumter
redidents, who called and wanted to
ite the show.

South  Lake lso

residents have
’

expressed interest in the show, he
said, :
“It's very important to bring “News
J\:Iukl_-r:\ to Sumter County” said
Perry. “We're the local newspaper for
them and we want to expand that
coverage to bring relevant issues
now available in print to cable TV,
He said that several “specials”
about Sumter County issues are
already on the drawing board.
Already, the show has dealt with
Sumter County topies and personali-
ties, but until now, Sumter residents
have had limited access to the pro-
gram
We've

had show n the Lake
Pana t

1!

Continental Country Club resident Hank Cr

about four feet.

Lake lev

Residents voice concerns:
about Lake Okahumpka

By JIM MOAD
Daily Commercial Staff Writer _

other causes.

residents on Tuesday.

Water Management

was a record low year.”

WILDWOOD

State officials say the water level
of Lake Okahumpka is low because
it hasn’t been raining, but area res-
idents wonder if there may not be

“Lack of rain is the primary rea-
son Lake Okahumpka is Jow,” Bruce
Wirth told a filled-to-capacity audi-
ence of Continental Country Club

Wirth, the director of resource
management at Southwest Florida
District,
explained that the water level is
“only several hundredths of a foot
below what it was in 1982, which

Asked by a resident of the manu-
factured-home community why
nearby Lake Deaton had a higher
water level than Lake Okahumpka,
Wirth referred to a hydrograph
that showed the water level eleva-
tions of both lakes from 1975 to pre-

sent, and the rainfall in inches for
that same period. “A 20-year
record,” he said, “is not sufficient to
determine a correlation ... besides,
it doesn’t rain the same every-
where.”

Bill Mitchell, a leading organizer
of CCC residents to “save” the lake,
while agreeing with Wirth that lack
of rain may be a contributing factor
to the low water level, sugges
other causal reasons, such as muck
farming and berms (plugs) in sur-
rounding area waterways. He als
suggested that the “plug” that hﬁd
been put in the canal that 1:
through Continental to the lake be
removed. s,

Several years ago the canal Was
dredged without authorizatiol:}-_?’
settle the matter with authorities.
the developer of Continental agreé
to plug the canal.

In reference to this canal, Sumt
County Commission Benny Stri
land remarked, “It’s impossible
put a boat into it because of the

-

tands in the grass wiere Lake OkahumpKs

el sinking
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as once located. The waters have receded
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of rain.”

Wirth agreed that removing the
plug might be a partial solution to
raising the level of the lake, but he
saw others as well.

“We are only in the initial stage
of our investigation,” he said.
“There are many factors to consid-
er. If the plug in the Continental

canal was removed, allowing water
to flow freely into the lake, the nat-
ural cleansing ability of the sur-
rounding ground would be lost.
Also, there's always the chance of
unwanted nutrients flowing into

the lake.”
Many residents of CCC asked
Please see SINKING, A4

Sumter County Commissioner Tiny
Rutter has been in our studio dis-
cussing the controversial Florida
Turnpike exit,” he said.

This week's magazine is a special
30-minute edition devoted entirely to
restoring Lake Griffin, said Perry.

“News Makers” focuses on the peo-
ple and quality of life issues that
make the area unique,

Hosted by Joe Rada, the program
opens with a special guest and moves
into video features about people
throughout Lake and Sumter coun-
ties. The interviews are done by
Daily Commercial staff reporters

[ 1] editions a 1 ted entirel

Sumter
approves
building
motions :

By JACOB OGLES
Daily Commercial Correspondent _____."_
BUSHNELL -

Construction was the main con-
cern at the Sumter County Commis-
sion meeting Tuesday night. Motions
were passed concerning beginning
three new projects in Bushnell and
finishing another project in Wild-
wood. i

With the fiscal year coming to '
close in June, Tiny Rutter, Sumter
County District 2 commissioner, said
he was concerned about receiving
grant money to pay for three new
government buildings being con-
structed over the next two years in
the county seat.

According to Rutter, if constructio
process doesn't begin before the fis-
cal year ends, the County Commis-
sion will lose a $100,000 grant. In-a
project with a budget more than $2
million, he said this grant is no
expendible. o

“We need to proceed with all three
buildin bl

Th
securil prison,
collect?ons office
house the State Attorney and publc
defender.

According to Gloria Hayward,
Sumter County clerk and auditor, the
attorney and defender’s offices must
be attached via a covered walkway if
the county plans on receiving state
money for the building. il

After the commission approved a
motion to begin construction plans,
board attorney Randall Thornton
said notices advertising engineer
positions would be sent out to the
appropriate outlets. -

A point of controversy arose over'a
decision made by the commission
during last week’s meeting concern-
ing a different construction plan.
Bids were opened last week from
contractors seeking to supervise ren-
ovation of the Sumter County Gaev-
ernment Office at 901 Industrial Dr.
in Wildwood. ¥

D.B. O’Keef Construction present-
ed the lowest bid. However, the com-
mission accepted the bid of R.E. Gra-
ham Construction, which was charg-
ing more than $50,000 more for tHe
project. '

Thornton said this decision was
made because of a clause in the low-
est bid adding a condition the other
bids did not include,

The D.B. O'Keef Construction con-
tract noted a shortage of drywall in
the state and would not be responsi-
ble for project delays caused by this
shortage. ! p

“We can’t award the contract to a

Please see Ad

Summer fun on hold for some in Mount Dora’
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- P;%ted to the request because of the

2ob t murder

oatate’s plan to presen !
t"g}t;rges E) a grand jury, although he rlght g) :
told the judge “Ms. Egan does not court has

ffer.”
want to see her dgughter su
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ue Ehe aéci,si()n. : ‘
“Ms. Smith has made a difficult

choice, a choice ‘has_the
{ make,” Conrad said. “This

found that she 18 compe-

tent to make that choice.”
Egan, 68, 1s charged with two

tent to mak

Smit  an ner vy
ing for her mother.

which she has the

said.
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. Continued from A3 |
-what they could do to reduce the contaminates

-from seeping into the lake. »
> “Well, you can start by taking a look at what
*epesticides and fertilizers you put on your golf
».course ... what residents put on their lawns”
Wirth said. g
~ “All of these pollutants find their way eventu-
ally into the water.”
. Henry “Hank” Crull, a CCC resident, who is
&lso committed to “saving” the lake, had heard
that Wildwood Estates, which is located on the
west bank of the lake, was siphoning out lake

water through six-inch pipes to use on lawns and

shrubs.

would be punished for delays caused

This rumor was denied by Bob Snyder, a Wild-
wood Estates resident, who also attended the
“fact-finding” meeting. e

Wirth pledged that the water district would
thoroughly investigate all the concerns of Conti-
nental residents. '

“In the event it is learned that lack of rain 1s
the primary cause for the low water level of Lake
Okahumpka, this doesn’t mean there isn’t a pos-
sibility for improvement. The culverts along the
Florida Power right of way need to be examined
more closely. There may be a connection with the
Hog Eye sink.”

At the conclusion of the meeting, Gail Bass,
State Rep. Everett Kelly’s legislative aide, sug-

gested that another meeting be convened in the
fall to review progress.
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company with a conditiona] adv
tage,” Thornton said, i
,Archie Lowry

OKeef

contractor for all

by circumstances outside of their

“A contractor is not
supplier does not
wall,” he said. “The

In control if a
prOVlde the dry_

contracts protect ed op 3

clguse, but Thornton said th
mission would then have to
the bidding. Rutter said this
needed to be finished with
days and that time could not
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November 18, 1999

Mr. Al Coogler, Chair Ex-Officio
Withlacoochee River Basin Board _
Southwest Florida Water Management District
2379 Broad Street ,

Brooksville, FL 34609-6899

Subject: FY2000 Funding Request for Lake Okahumpka
Outfall Retrofit .

Dear Mr. Coodaler:

This letter is a request for assistance in restoring Lake Oka-
humpka's water surface levels to rre-1997 elevations. The
following paragraphs briefly explain sequential events and
efforts that have transpvired in attempt to address the declining
levels of Lake Okahumpka in Sumter County.

In September 1998 Mr. Dick Meek, a resident of the Continental
Country Club and member of the Save Okahumpka Committee, re-
quested the District to investigate the declining level of Lakeé
\-’ Okahumpka. 1In response, the District launched an . investigation

and for the past year I have had the pleasurable opportunity to
work with District staff in earnest efforts to determine the
cause. My active participation in. the investigative process
enabled me to spend many hours accompanying staff during field
investigations. o

*

The investigation included a comprehensive look at the con-
veyance system and the watershed. This necessitated coordination
efforts with St. Johns River Water Management District and Lake
County Water Authority. Two public meetings were conducted

at the Continental Countrv Club with the most recent being on
October 14, 1999. During this meeting District staff presented
the investigative findings to Mrs. Gale Bass of State Rep-
resentative Everett Kelly's office, Sumter County Commission
Chairman Benny Strickland, and approximately 75 citizens. The
staff investigation concluded that the 1997 replacement and
subsequent failure of two cluverts, which allow water to both
enter and exit the lake, to be a major contributing factor in
the resent lake level decline.

- y
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These cluverts are in the berm situated along the southern

edge of the lake and link the lake to the wetland to its south
which in turn flows to Hogeye Sink. The erosion induced lowering
of. these culverts has created a draining effect on the lake.

From this, public use and enjoyment of the lake has been restricted
due to loss of boat ramp access, increased aguatic vegetation,
and navigational difficulties associated with low water levels.
Staff recommended that one corrective option would be to replace
and modify the cluverts which would then retain water on the lake
side of the berm instead of allowing the water to flow into
Hogeye Sink. This would aid in restoring the lake to previous
levels.

Please consider this letter as a formal regquest for the With-
lacoochee River Basin Board to take on this project in efforts
to restore the water surface elevations of Lake Okahumpka to
pre-1997 levels. Implementation of this project would aid in
restoring the public use and enjovment of the lake.

Sincerely,

L P

W. L. "Bill"™ Mitchell

Chairman ,

Save Lake Okahumpka Committee of The Continental Countrv Club
Board of Directors )

cc: Representative Everett A. Kellv, House District 42
Withlacoochee River Basin Board Members
E.D. Vergara, Executive Director, SWFWMD
Bruce Wirth, P.E., Director, Pesource Management Department
Gene Altman, E.I., Project Manager, Resource Management Dept.
Benny Strickland, County Commissioner, Sumter County

y
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